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Low Wages and Cheap Prices

BERKHAMSTED
IN 1900

By ‘BEORCHAM’
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AIDED AND ABETTED by minute books, Havin
old newspapers and directories, 1 to-d
5 thought it would be appropriate, at the

g a higher proportion of well-
0 residents than neighbouring towns,

Berkhamsted ired i
start of the “seventies, to go back to the reputation of l')lccicx':me N s

t g a snobbish place,
very beginning of the 20th century. though snobbishness was to be I%u;(:l

At a wild guess, two hundred residents everywhere in an age of sh social
remember the Berkhamsted of 1900. I distinctions, People living in aér:c street
‘have consulted half a dozen, and rather were apt to claim superiority over people
grudgingly they admit to a preference for living in a neighbouring " and almost
| the Berkhamsted of today. Their main  identical street. Between church and
: dislike is the heavy traffic. chapel people there was an icy relation-
A ~ Much as we grumble about the state ir._hzﬁl;l party politics, too, caused much ill
eeling

" QUEUES FOR SOUP

But the major differences were be-
tween well-off folk and the so-called
working classes, There was no talk of
keeping up with the Joneses; that would
have been a financial impossibility for
the hundreds of families who never had
a spare shilling at the end of the week.
‘we'll ta:.illhgo to the workgl::ililcslerén \nm:ll g
cry which gave many
dreams. In hard winters, when unem-
ployment was rife, there were queues for
soup and bread in the Castle grounds.

Most of the townspeople worked in or
near the town. Four timber yards
(East’s, Sills’, Read’s and Kny'sg gave
steady employment to dozens of men.
‘William Cooper and Nephews had a
long pay-roll at the chemical works,
Lane and needed labo

“with ‘joints always in-cut._!,

mills (Lower or Bank Mill) ceased to
function in 1900, due to lack of water and
other causes, For a time the mill was
taken over by a timber merchant, and
wood and sawdust succeeded corn and

flour,
FOOD AND DRINK

Wages were low, and so were prices.
Cheeld’s Supply Stores advertised 7 Ib,
crushed lump sugar for ls, Osbourne,
cash grocer, sold bacon at 4d. to 9d.
per b, real Devonshire butter, fresh
weekly, at 1s. 1d. per Ib,, finest American
Cheddar at 7d. per 1b., ‘sound tea’ at
1s. per 1b. A cup and saucer were given
away with § 1b. ‘bonus tea’.

David Pike charged 3d. for a pound
of Tasmanian apples, 64. for a pound of
Denia grapes, 2s. 6d. for 56 1b. of new
potatoes.

Edward Platt supplied the finest old
Highland whisky, guaranteed seven
years old, at 3s. 6d4. a bottle, or 20s. a
gallon, and old tawny port at 2s. 6d.
a bottle. H. Lee's lemonade cost 15. per
dozen bottles. Local tobacconists sold
‘Sweet Lavender® cigarettes at five a
penny, or silver-tipped at ten for 3d.

C. Dockrill made trousers to measure
from 10s. 6d. or 13s., and suits from
30s. He also cleaned, curled and dyed
feathers, then very fashionable. J. Wood
and Son sold gramophones at £5 10s.,
and ‘the phonograph, the only machine
by which you can record and reproduce
sounds,’ for £5 5s. C. E. Southey, at
Elm Grove corner, built ‘single bicycles’
to order from £8 10s., fully guaranteed,
and made a speciality of fitting free
wheels to tricycles.

F. A. Grimsley, baker and refresh-
ment contractor, supplied bride cakes
from 10s. 64. and always had ‘tea and
coffee at hand.” For more substantial
refreshment one crossed the High Street
to the Rock House (on the site of the
Civic antr?,dwhere A. C. Neville,
fishmonger, had a separate
known as the Ham and Bee

department
f Restaurant,

BEORCHAM (Contd.)

men, five telegraph messengers, five
clerks and telegraphists, The head post
office was open from 7 am. to 9 p.m.,
and letters and parcels were delivered
at 6,30, 9.30, 3,15 and 5.45 on wc_ckdays.
On Sundays there was one delivery of
letters (no parcels) at 6.30 a.m.

BY TRAP TO CHESHAM

There were no buses, but a trap pro-
vided communication between Berk-
hamsted and Chesham stations twice a
day. Incidentally, our town then had
more family and business connections
with Chesham than with any other town.

The local police force comprised one
inspector, one sergeant and five con-
stables, plus one constable each for
Northchurch, Aldbury, Little Gaddes-
den and Potten End.

The London and County (now the
Westminster) was the only bank until
Prescott, Dinsdale, Caye, Tugwell & Co.
Ltd. (now the National Provincial)
opened a branch here in 1900. Hours of
business: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturdays
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

If you were a sportsman, you could
join football, cricket, lawn tennis and
gymnastic and athletic clubs. Hunting

men favoured the Berkhamsted Beagles
(10 couples) or the Berkhamsted Stag-
hounds (16 couples).
CLUBS AND SOCIETIES
There were four clubs: the Mechanics
Insiilulc,k the P;’cw,'mca C%nmvmve, and
the Working Men's Club.
At the Baptist Church, the Claremont
Parliamentary Debating Society was a

was yo

COOPER'S

KEEP YOUR HOME ‘SPRINGTIME




